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This Fall Wisconsin citizens face another hunting season of the WDNR’s CWD-deer mis-management policies.  We find ourselves in the midst of a “CWD mess” as summarized by Professor Scott Craven, Chairman of the University of Wisconsin Department of Wildlife Ecology.  This CWD mess involves not only the complex biological balance of a little known disease affecting deer in their environment, but also many social, financial, and political elements.  History sometimes repeats itself, and in 1937 an outbreak of cattle tick fever prompted Florida Wildlife Officials to embark on a deer eradication program of their own based on the assumption that deer were carriers of the tick, and therefore, the disease.  The Father of Wildlife Ecology, Aldo Leopold, was contacted by the Executive Director of the Audubon Society to assess the situation, and Leopold summarized the eradication effort as follows:


This episode shows that a scientific bureau, confronted with a question of wildlife eradication, may prefer to lose the wildlife than to lose time in scientific research for alternatives.  In one sense this is water over the dam, but in another it carries a lesson for the future.  At best, the scientific base in this case was sketchy, and no imagination had been used in searching for less destructive alternatives.


It is time for us to learn caution and restraint in our power to eradicate wild things.


--Aldo Leopold, December 5th, 1944


The WDNR’s policy to eradicate CWD from our State is based on similar ‘sketchy science’.  If this policy continues it will only succeed in eradicating deer and deer hunting, but not CWD.  We have listened for over a year as DNR officials stated that the eradication is based on “the best available science”.  I too have independently researched “the best available science” and have reached the opposite conclusion.  Random deer eradication from over 1,000 square miles of hilly, wooded, private property, as a means to eliminate CWD is not only irrational and impractical, but also impossible.  Conclusions from the scientific literature support this view.

2000, Journal of  Wildlife Diseases
Effective strategies for controlling or eliminating CWD in wild deer and elk have not been identified.  It follows that random culling via harvest or other means may be relatively ineffective in reducing CWD prevalence.

2001, Journal of Wildlife Management
Once introduced and established, most infectious diseases are extremely difficult to eliminate from free-ranging populations.  It follows that a new or emerging wildlife disease should be carefully evaluated early on to assess both its potential importance and prospects for effective management.  The biological mechanisms underlying CWD transmission are poorly understood, and as a result model mechanisms are at best a collection of educated guesses.


The current solution to shoot their way out of this multifaceted problem is far too simple.  Killing tens of thousands of deer for the dumpster and reducing the deer to toxic waste unfit for landfills is an insult to human intelligence and a disgrace to the white-tailed deer and our deer hunting heritage.  The cost of this ‘simple plan’ in 2002 was over 12 million dollars and it exceeded the special budgetary allocations for the program, siphoned money and manpower from other wildlife management needs, and further exacerbated the State of Wisconsin’s financial crisis.  Wisconsin’s actual cost for the CWD eradication effort is impossible to quantify.  However, the chronic wasting of our tax and license fee dollars at the expense of the deer herd, and the denigration of priceless time honored hunting traditions is scheduled to continue for another year.  I urge the citizens of Wisconsin to oppose these WDNR policies and demand a more practical, imaginative, and less destructive alternative.

