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Black holes are defined as a hypothetical regions of space-time with a gravitational field so intense that nothing can escape, not even light.  Unfortunately, the WDNR’s deer eradication plan to “eliminate” chronic wasting disease (CWD) from the white-tailed deer herd in Wisconsin is analogous to a black hole.  The eradication program, the mathematical model driving it, and the zone in Southwest Wisconsin defined by it are as hypothetical as these dark regions in outer space.  The agency believes that nothing can escape from their hypothetical EZ because an invisible barrier exists preventing immigration and emmigration of deer from the zone.  However, the only things that may not escape from this program are our tax and license fee dollars, a healthy ecologically balanced deer herd, and our deer hunting traditions as millions of dollars are sucked into a wasteful abyss of deer management failure.

Recent WDNR statements and press coverage reporting that CWD has not escaped from the theoretical black hole of the eradication zone (EZ) are not accurate.  The following are two examples that deceive the public by minimizing the known prevalence of CWD: 1) Milwaukee Journal 3-8-03, “Test results fuel optimism that deer disease hasn’t spread”?;  2) "The positives all appear to be clumped in a relatively small area. That is good news for our state," said Tom Hauge, the DNR's wildlife administrator. "If you got to have CWD in the state, it is relatively good news to have it contained in one spot. That is what we are hoping for."

CALFARR is providing this map to demonstrate that the area of Wisconsin encompassed for management by eradication is now in excess of 4,000 square miles with an equally large 4,000 square mile area defined in Illinois. The true magnitude of the EZs in this map is determined by the WDNR’s own definition that eradication will be implemented in a 4.5 mile radius of every known CWD positive.  Another map defines the locations of positive CWD animals on a national level, www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/wildlife/whealth/issues/cwd.nationalmap.jpg  It is very likely that more cases of CWD will be found not only outside of the EZ in Wisconsin, but also throughout North America as CWD monitoring intensifies.  Spraker et al. concluded in a 1997, Journal of Wildlife Diseases research article:


The source of spongiform encephalopathy in free ranging cervids is undetermined.  The mode of transmission of spongiform encephalopathy also is unknown.  Equally little is known about other aspects of the epizootiology of spongiform encephalopathy in wild cervids.  The number of case submissions has increased since the first case was diagnosed in 1981.  We believe this increased detection rate is mostly due to greater efforts to locate affected animals.  Although the occurrence of spongiform encephalopathy in wild cervids could be on the rise in this area, preliminary analysis of deer and elk harvest data from 1990 to 1994 do not reflect such a trend.


Active CWD testing in 2002 and 2003 has identified over 30 new game management units with CWD clusters across the U.S.A. (MN, NM. IL, WI, SD, WY, CO, UT), and Canada (Alberta, Saskatchewan).  Professor James C. Kroll, Founder and Director of The Institute for white-tailed deer management and research at Steven F. Austin State University, Nacogdoches, TX, has stated that CWD has probably been present for hundreds of years occurring at a low percentage throughout the deer population.  The bottom line, if you look hard enough you will find CWD.  The ever increasing size of the already ridiculously large EZ, the wasteful spending of tax and license fee dollars, and the eradication of deer for the dumpster at the expense of our hunting heritage and traditions are a few of the reasons to oppose the deer eradication program and validate the necessity for its immediate end and revision.

