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Lampert Smith: Song not music to the ears of DNR

Susan Lampert Smith ssmith@madison.com
February 10, 2007

TOWN OF VERMONT - Tim Goplin wonders what he did that scared the guy with the rifle. 

His singing? Honking the horn? He did these things, he says, to protest the way the state Department of Natural Resources is trying to fight chronic wasting disease in his neighborhood.

"I probably saved the lives of five does and a buck, for one more day," he said.

Right now, the DNR is baiting deer with food and stationing sharpshooters over the bait piles to knock off every deer that stops for a meal. There's one such bait pile on Goplin's neighbor's land, and he's bothered by it.

Now, you might guess that Goplin is an animal rights activist, but you'd be wrong. If you went to his property, you'd find deer antlers on the wall of his hunting shack and venison in the freezer.

Instead, he's one of many who question the DNR's plan of trying to wipe out as many deer as possible here in the "hot zone" where many deer are infected.

Goplin is worried by the bait pile, because research has shown healthy deer can catch the brain-wasting disease by nose-to-nose contact with sick deer. Goplin notes that regular residents in this area aren't allowed to bait deer for fear of spreading the disease.

"I called (the DNR) for violating their own rules," Goplin said. "It seems to me that it's a case of 'Do as we say, not as we do.'"

Goplin said the DNR person on the phone wasn't impressed with his logic.

So, the last Thursday in January, when Goplin drove by and saw a sharpshooter in the perch, he decided to take matters in his own hands. First, he honked his horn. Then he went home, put on his jogging clothes and took a run along the road past the sharpshooter.

"I was singing, 'Momma, Don't Let Your Babies Grow Up to Be DNR Sharpshooters,'" he said. He also says he might have yelled a thing or two at the sharpshooter.

Still, when he saw the Dane County Sheriff's Office cruiser drive down his driveway, his first thought was that one of his children had been in an accident. Then he saw the warden.

Warden Dave Wood said he decided to call the police because "it sounded like harassment or disorderly conduct . . . based on whether the sharpshooter felt threatened by him."

Goplin was surprised the shooter felt threatened.

"He's got a $6,000 rifle, a cell phone, a laser sight and a silencer," Goplin said. "He's threatened by me?"

Goplin is armed with, what, exactly? A bad singing voice? Stinky tennis shoes?

So far, there's been no ticket. Wood said he's leaving the matter up to the Dane County deputy, who had the day off Friday and wasn't available for an interview.

Goplin isn't alone in his concerns.

Tony Grabski, of Citizens and Landowners for a Rational Response, doesn't know Goplin and hadn't heard of the protests, but said his group is against culling deer except those that are visibly sick or injured.

"This protester has a good point," he said, noting that wardens regularly ticket people for illegal baiting. "Meanwhile, we have a state agency pouring hundreds of pounds of bait over the ground in an area where the disease is known to be present. It seems mighty hypocritical."

Greg Matthews, a DNR spokesman, said "the difference is that our goal is to shoot every single deer." He said some hunters are just angry that they can't use bait to lure deer, then "cherry pick" the big bucks.

But that's not Goplin's issue.

"I hate baiting," he said. "I just think the DNR needs a new approach, because they're not going to kill every single deer."

I'm a neighbor of Goplin's, and this year, a hunter shot a CWD-infected deer on my property. I'm not a hunter, so I'm less concerned about them wiping out the herd. For me, fewer deer means fewer car crashes and less damage in the garden. But I do know that the baiting and sharpshooting program is highly controversial.

Instead of using the Sheriff's Office to stifle protest, maybe the DNR should have a public discussion on this new approach to attacking the disease here in the hot zone. 

Return to story

	  

	madison.com is operated by Capital Newspapers, publishers of the Wisconsin State Journal, The Capital Times, Agri-View and Apartment Showcase. All contents Copyright ©2007, Capital Newspapers. All rights reserved. 
  


[image: image13.png]



_1232777328.unknown

_1232777330.unknown

_1232777331.unknown

_1232777329.unknown

_1232777326.unknown

_1232777327.unknown

_1232777324.unknown

_1232777325.unknown

_1232777323.unknown

_1232777320.unknown

